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1. Introduction 

 

Handloom and handicrafts are an integral part of the unorganized sector of the Indian economy. It is an                                   

important source of both full-time and part-time employment for many, particularly in the rural areas.                             

It supplements incomes for millions of agricultural households. Despite its numerical strength and                         

immense export potential, the creative and cultural industries suffer from hurdles like a lack of                             

exposure among artisans, illiteracy, limited capital, poor infrastructure, inadequate market linkages                     

and market intelligence, etc.  

 

Even though many of these problems have been addressed at the policy level through the introduction                               

of relevant schemes and programmes, there is still a wide communication gap between the end user                               

and the schemes. A large section of the artisanal community is unaware that such schemes exist. On                                 

the other hand, those who are aware, often do not know about the process to avail benefits or the                                     

nodal agency to be approached. The latter is because there is no single, centralized government                             

department/agency at the central or state levels to address the demands of this sector. While the                               

Ministry of Textiles (MoT), Government of India, supervises the implementation of many handloom and                           

handicrafts schemes, it is a very small part of its roles and responsibilities. Thus, central and                               

state-level schemes and programmes that attempt to recognize and cater to the needs of this sector,                               

are often found wanting. In addition, this also has to do with the lack of cohesion in the sector itself                                       

and the sheer diversity in the nature of crafts and its practitioners.  

 

Problems around scheme uptake have been a concern for policymakers and governments for a long                             

time. It not only prevents benefits of schemes from reaching the last mile user, it also highlights the                                   

loopholes in implementation– systemic corruption, official apathy, red tapism, to name a few. Above                           

all, it sharpens focus on the drawbacks of existing publicity campaigns for various flagship and other                               

relevant government initiatives. It is these issues with the uptake of schemes and entitlements by                             

artisans that this report wishes to study. It does so by carefully examining the artisans’ perspective,                               

their levels of awareness about key government initiatives and the hurdles they face in accessing them.                               

The study also explores artisanal experiences in light of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and its effect                               

on government support. Through the study, All India Artisans and Craftworkers Welfare Association                         

(AIACA) hopes to initiate a discussion on critical public policy issues, with the handloom and handicraft                               

artisan at its centre. 
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2. Purpose of the Study 

 

As per the Fourth All India Handloom Census (2019-20) conducted by the Ministry of Textiles,                             

Government of India1, it is estimated that there are nearly 31.45 lakh handloom worker households in                               

the country. On the other hand, the figures on the total number of handicrafts artisans from the time                                   

of the Eleventh Five Year Plan (2010-11)2 cite their numbers at approximately 68.86 lakhs. Therefore,                             

these figures can only be treated as a conservative estimate. This strong artisan community in India is                                 

diverse, disparate and extremely vibrant. At the same time, it is informal, with no collective voice and                                 

a wide variety of demands. Consequently, the voices from the grassroots do not find an echo in                                 

government policies and even if they do, their benefits do not reach the targeted user. There is thus, a                                     

disconnect. The study attempts to understand the artisans’ perspective on government support and                         

problems with its uptake, so that beneficiary-level data informs the more efficient accessing and                           

availing of government schemes. This will allow for implementation to be further streamlined. 

 

Aims and Objectives 

 

● To understand the level of access and uptake of government schemes and entitlements by                           

individual artisans. 

● To examine the extent of access to government support, particularly in the context of the Covid-19                               

pandemic. 

● To study the existing challenges in accessing existing government schemes. 

● To share findings with the government and other relevant stakeholders, in order to advocate the                             

interests of artisans and to begin a dialogue on making government policies, schemes and their                             

implementation more artisan-friendly. 

 

Rationale for Selection of the Geography for the Study 

 

Based on extensive literature review and careful profiling, AIACA selected the following five states for                             

the purpose of its study: 

1. Gujarat 

2. Odisha 

3. Rajasthan 

4. Uttar Pradesh (UP) 

5. West Bengal (WB) 

1 http://handlooms.nic.in/writereaddata/3736.pdf 
2 http://www.handicrafts.nic.in/Page.aspx?MID=BOII5FUynjpl5RZJJ8nW1g== 
 
 

6 

http://handlooms.nic.in/writereaddata/3736.pdf
http://www.handicrafts.nic.in/Page.aspx?MID=BOII5FUynjpl5RZJJ8nW1g==


 

 

Figure 2.1: Map indicating the Areas of Study 

 

Parameters like the number of artisans, diversity of crafts, concentration of marginalised communities,                         

geographical spread of crafts, number of registered Geographical Indications (GIs), extent of national                         

and international exposure, involvement of the female population, future potential and extent of                         

emphasis on non-farm livelihoods, were considered while selecting the above states. This ensured that                           

the states were representative of the various kinds of craft environs found across India. The table                               

below elaborates on the factors that led to the selection of the above states. 

 

Table 2.1: Key Features that Influenced Selection of the Five States 
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State  Key Features 

Gujarat  ● Number of artisans with Artisan Card: 42,078 

● High number of Scheduled Castes (SCs): 14,346 

● High number of Other Backward Classes (OBC): 7,899 

● Diverse craft practices 
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● 10 registered GIs: Agates of Cambay, Jamnagari Bandhani, Kachchh Shawls,                   

Kutch Embroidery, Patan Patola, Pethapur Printing Blocks, Rajkot Patola,                 

Sankheda Furniture, Surat Zari Craft, Tangaliya Shawl 

● Agriculture is confined to a few pockets, making non-farm livelihoods important 

Odisha  ● The state houses an estimated 1.30 lakh artisans. Yet, only 12,538 artisans                       

possess Artisan Cards. Out of these, 6,779 are OBCs 

● The production value for the handicrafts sector in the state is INR 150 crores 

● Handloom industry in the state is the largest cottage Industry, providing                     

employment and sustenance to 4 percent of the population of the state 

● 11 registered GIs: Berhampur Patta (Phoda Kumbha) Saree and Joda, Bomkai                     

Saree and Fabrics, Dhalapathar Parda and Fabrics, Gopalpur Tussar Fabrics,                   

Habaspuri Saree and Fabrics, Konark Stone Carving, Kotpad Handloom Fabric,                   

Odisha Ikat, Odisha Pattachitra, Pipili Applique Work, Sambalpuri Bandha                 

Fabrics and Sarees 

● AIACA’s presence and existing work 

● Frequently hit by natural calamities and needs constant rehabilitation efforts 

 

Rajasthan  ● Number of artisans with Artisan Card: 36,497 

● High number of SCs: 8,124 

● High number of OBCs: 13,295 

● High number of Minorities: 3,798 

● Large tribal population with potential for livelihood in crafts- 1,591 Scheduled                     

Tribe (ST) artisans with Artisan Cards 

● High involvement of female population in craft related activities 

● International exposure due to flourishing tourism 

● Agriculture is confined to a few pockets, making non-farm livelihoods important 

 

Uttar Pradesh  ● 19 registered GIs: Agra Durrie, Banaras Brocades and Sarees, Banaras Gulabi                     

Meenakari Craft, Banaras Metal Repouse Craft, Farrukhabad Prints, Firozabad                 

Glass, Ghazipur Wall-hanging, Handmade Carpet of Bhadohi, Kanpur Saddlery,                 

Khurja Pottery, Lucknow Chikan Craft, Lucknow Zardozi, Mirzapur Handmade                 

Dari, Moradabad Metal Craft, Nizamabad Black Pottery, Saharanpur Wood Craft,                   

Varanasi Glass Beads, Varanasi Soft Stone Jali Work, Varanasi Wooden                   

Lacquerware and Toys 

● As per the provisional results of the 6th Economic Census, Uttar Pradesh is                         

among the top 5 states in the number of handicraft/handloom establishments in                       

India 
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● Handicrafts account for nearly 60 percent of exports from Uttar Pradesh. An                       

estimated 29 percent of all artisans and craftworkers of India reside in Uttar                         

Pradesh 

● AIACA’s existing work. 

 

West Bengal  ● As per the Fourth Handloom Census (2019-2020), West Bengal has 3.4 lakh                       

weaver households. 

● 11 registered GIs: Baluchari Saree, Bankura Panchmura Terracotta Craft, Bengal                   

Dokra, Bengal Patachitra, Dhaniakhali Saree, Madur Kathi, Nakshi Kantha,                 

Purulia Chau Mask, Santiniketan Leather Goods, Santipore Saree, Wooden Mask                   

of Kushmandi 

 



3. Methodology 

 

Approach and Limitations 

 

The study involved a quantitative approach to collect data from individual artisans across five states,                             

using the survey method. The method allowed for data collection from over 1,300 artisans on the                               

extent of awareness about and access to government schemes and entitlements and the problems                           

associated with it. The quantitative method allowed for numerical representation of such large-scale                         

data sets. However, the study was not devoid of the following limitations: 

● Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, collection of data from remote locations became time                           

consuming and problematic for the field staff. 

● Since the data was recorded using Google Forms due to the pandemic, limited access to                             

internet and smartphones and the lack of technological know-how to fill such forms on part of                               

the artisans, were some of the major barriers. 

 

Sampling 

 

In order to understand the extent of access and uptake of schemes and entitlements among artisans,                               

the snowball sampling technique was used for data collection. The technique ensured that data could                             

be collected from as many respondents as possible. The advantages of this sampling technique are that                               

it allows for quick access to large samples through reliable sources, which were reliable crafts-based                             

organisations in this case. This technique is cost effective as well, as referrals are obtained from a                                 

primary data source. It also provides an opportunity to collect data from hesitant subjects as they                               

come through sources that are known to them. 

 

Tool Development 

 

Keeping in mind the limitations of physical outreach, the data collection tool was a survey                             

questionnaire, accessible online as a Google form. To collect state-specific data, five different forms                           

were developed, consisting of both open-ended and close ended questions. The questionnaires were                         

translated into Hindi, to ensure that the forms could be filled by as many individual artisans and                                 

organisations as possible. 

 

To develop the tools, a rigorous literature review was undertaken, to identify the various central and                               

state-level government schemes that could be availed by the handloom and handicrafts sectors. Once                           

identified, the schemes were categorized into those dealing with social security, financial assistance                         

and capacity building and other kinds of support. The following table lays out the state-specific,                             
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central sector and centrally sponsored schemes that were listed in the survey questionnaire. It must be                               

underscored here that this is not an exhaustive list and is a representative sample of schemes.                               

Therefore, details of access to other schemes were also sought separately from the respondents, to get                               

a more comprehensive understanding. 

 

Table 3.1: Schemes for the Survey Questionnaire 
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Central Sector   

Schemes 

● Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana 

● Market Access Initiative Scheme 

● Scheme for providing financial assistance for performance and credit rating                   

under PCR Scheme 

● Trade Related Entrepreneurship Assistance and Development (TREAD) Scheme               

to Women 

● Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI) 

● Scheme for Marketing Assistance and Technology Upgradation in Micro, Small                   

and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 

● Capacity Building and Technical Assistance 

● Mahila E-Haat 

 

Centrally 

Sponsored 

Schemes 

 

● Support to Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP) 

Gujarat  ● Sardar Patel Awas Yojana 

● Dattopant Thengadi Artisan Interest Subsidy Scheme 

● Shri Vajpayee Bankable Yojana 

● Jyoti Gramodyog Vikas Yojana 

● Scheme for the promotion of the Cooperative Sector 

● Financial assistance for self- employment including cottage industries 

● Intensive Handloom Development Scheme for Scheduled Caste Weavers and                 

other than Scheduled Caste 

● General Scheme 

● Special Component Scheme 

● Manav Kalyan Yojana 

● Gramodyog Vikas Kendra 

● Craft Business Development Scheme 

● Sewing classes for women 

 

Odisha  ● Aam Aadmi Bima Yojana 
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● Mukhyamantri Kalakar Sahayta Yojana 

● Silpi Unnati Yojana 

● Modernisation and technological upgradation of handicrafts industries 

● Construction of Workshed-cum-house 

● Economic Development of Minorities 

● Institutional Training– State Level Handicrafts Training 

● Institutional Training– District Level Handicrafts Training 

● Guru Shishya Parampara Training 

● MCM Training Programme 

● Craft Village Programme 

● Marketing Assistance and Publicity 

● Distribution of Solar Lanterns to Artisan Households 

● Handicraft Award 

● Strengthening of Primary Handicraft Co-op Societies 

● Design development under handicrafts 

● Exposure visit of handicraft artisans 

● Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme for the Handloom sector 

● Skill Upgradation Training under Self Employment Programme in the Handloom                   

Sector 

● Odisha Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group Empowerment and Livelihood               

Improvement Programme 

● Annual State Level Adivasi Exhibition and Award 

 

Rajasthan  ● Artisan Identity Card Scheme 

● Scheme for Housing of Weavers 

● Product Diversification Scheme 

● Weavers Award Scheme 

● New Scheme for Bunkar Working Capital 

● Integrated Handloom Training Programme 

● MSME Scheme 

● Regular Skill Training Programme 

● Women Self-Help Group Programme 

● Priyadarshini Aadarsh Sawayam Sahayata Samooh Yojana 

● Amruta SHG Puraskar Yojana 

● Swavalamban Yojana 

● Shubhshakti Yojana 

 

Uttar Pradesh  ● Handicraft Pension Scheme 



 

While through these questions, the study captured the extent of access and uptake of schemes, the                               

rest of the questionnaire attempted to understand the existing problems with uptake. From the                           

government’s perspective, these can be seen as some of the implementation challenges as well. To                             

address the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic, the questionnaire also collected data on government                       

support to tackle the pandemic and whether the respondents received any such support. 
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● Samajwadi Hastshilp Pension Yojana 

● Samajwadi Yuva Swarozgar Yojana 

● Interest Aid under MSME Policy 

● Handicraft Marketing and Promotion Scheme 

● Handicraft Skill Development and Upgradation Scheme and Design Workshops for                   

the Export Market 

● One District One Product Scheme 

● Vishwakarma Shram Sammaan Yojana 

● Scheme to establish micro, medium and small enterprises 

● Uttar Pradesh MSME State Award Scheme 

● Uttar Pradesh MSME Technical Upgradation Scheme 

● Scheme for Training Scheduled Castes (SCs)/ Scheduled Tribes (STs) Persons 

● Establishment of industrial and mini-industrial zones by departments 

● Other Backward Classes Training Programme 

● Entrepreneurship Development Training Programme 

● CM Village Industries Employment Scheme 

● Pandit Deendayal Gramudyog Rozgar Yojana 

● Skill Improvement Training Scheme 

● Subsidy on freight charges upto gateway port 

● Subsidy on export cargo sent by air 

● State Export Award 

 

West Bengal  ● Old age pension to handloom weavers under cooperative fold 

● Hank Yarn Subsidy Scheme 

● Scheme for state participation in the share capital of primary weavers’                     

cooperative societies 

● State Handloom Expo/ Bangla Tanter Haat 

● Scheme for production of cheaper varieties of sarees 

● Promotion of Silk Weaving 

● Anandadhara 



Data Collection 

 

A seven-member team at AIACA reached out to the respondents. The objectives of the survey were                               

clearly laid out before them over a telephonic discussion or via email. The data collection spanned over                                 

one month. It included several rounds of follow-ups with individual artisans and craft organisations in                             

the five states. A major limitation during this period was telephone and internet connectivity,                           

especially in case of individuals and organisations in remote areas. This made the data collection                             

process time-consuming and cumbersome. 

 

Analysis 

 

For the purpose of this study, data was collected from a sample of over 1,300 respondents. It was                                   

cleaned and vetted for inconsistencies. Discrepancies were addressed by verifying doubtful responses                       

by going back to the respondents and re-checking information. While responses were examined at the                             

level of individuals, the impact of membership to an organisation on the level of uptake of schemes                                 

and entitlements was also looked into, to get a more nuanced picture of the current situation. In                                 

addition to individual artisans, the various types of organisations from which data was collected                           

included private limited companies, proprietorship and partnership firms, registered societies and                     

trusts, partnership firms, self-help groups, cooperatives, non-government organisations (NGOs), limited                   

liability partnership firms and non-profit companies. In order to understand the situation across states,                           

a comparative analysis of data from the five states was also undertaken. 
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4. Topline Findings/Key Observations 

 

● The large-scale survey was conducted across the five states of Gujarat, Odisha, Rajasthan,                         

Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, with the intent to understand the extent of uptake of                             

government schemes and entitlements across the artisan community. A total of 1,332                       

respondents participated in the survey. 

● Sex disaggregated data revealed that female participation in the survey was nearly 12 percent                           

higher than male participation. In terms of all-India figures, the highest participation of women                           

was from Rajasthan (24 percent). On the other hand, Uttar Pradesh (38 percent) saw the                             

highest male participation. 

● In comparison to all-India figures, West Bengal saw the highest participation by General                         

category individuals. This was the lowest in case of Gujarat. As regards, SCs, Rajasthan had the                               

highest numbers, while Gujarat had the lowest. ST participation was, on the other hand,                           

highest in Gujarat and the lowest in Uttar Pradesh. Odisha witnessed the highest concentration                           

of OBCs, with the lowest participation coming from Gujarat, UP and West Bengal. UP led in                               

case of Minorities’ participation, which was the lowest in case of Odisha. While these are the                               

findings in comparison to the cumulative figures for all five states, state-level data may not                             

necessarily adhere to these patterns. The state-level trends and patterns have been discussed                         

in the state-wise analyses and in section 13. 

● West Bengal saw the highest participation by independent artisans. There was no participation                         

by manufacturing and producer companies, export houses, MSMEs or cooperatives from this                       

state. UP took a lead in terms of diversity of participation, as the highest numbers of                               

independent entrepreneurs, manufacturing companies, NGOs, producer companies and MSMEs                 

that were surveyed came from this state. Gujarat and Rajasthan saw the highest involvement                           

of cooperatives and MSMEs in the survey, respectively. 

● Odisha had the highest number of respondents with less than 10 years of experience in the                               

crafts space, while this was the lowest in case of West Bengal. Odisha had the lowest number                                 

of highly experienced (more than 20 years) individuals as well. At 11.6 percent of the total                               

participants, UP has the highest number of individuals with experience between 11-20 years. It                           

was the only state to have a whopping 19 percent respondents with more than 20 years of                                 

experience.  

● As far as access and uptake of government schemes is concerned, the rate of access across all                                 

five states was found to be as low as 1.9 percent. Mere awareness of schemes and programmes                                 

stood at 14.6 percent, while the total percentage of awareness stood at 16.5 percent. This is                               

based on the fact that whoever accesses the benefit would have certainly heard of the benefit.                               

However, in case of the above findings, it is critical to remember that these are with reference                                 

to access to the schemes mentioned in the survey questionnaire. Access and awareness may                           
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vary, if other schemes mentioned additionally by the respondents are taken into account during                           

analysis. That quantitative analysis, however, is beyond the scope of this study. 

● Problems in access were unanimously cited as a reason for limited access to schemes. Almost                             

39 percent of respondents cited difficulty in follow-ups as a major deterrent to accessing                           

benefits. Difficulty in filling up long and complicated forms to seek benefits, was the second                             

most popular reason (26.2 percent) that hampered access. Non-cooperation by department                     

officials and complexity of the process to access benefits were cited almost equally. Yet                           

another reason was a lack of adequate knowledge about the government entitlements. While                         

all respondents gave at least one of the above reasons, in many instances, multiple reasons                             

were cited together. 

● The responses on time taken to access benefits also include the respondents’ overall                         

experience in accessing all kinds of schemes. Thus, findings revealed that it took an average of                               

1-5 months to get access, in case of 40 percent subjects. For 10.2 percent others, it took                                 

between 6-12 months. %2 percent did not respond to the question. In most cases, it was                               

because they had never accessed any government scheme. 

● 66 percent of the respondents had been aided by non-government organisations in their                         

respective areas, to gain access. 19.8 percent chose not to respond. The rest cited self-help,                             

support of department officials and other factors as leading to support. 

● The survey also tried to understand if, beyond the existing schemes, support had been                           

extended to the artisan community in these unprecedented times of the Covid-19 pandemic.                         

Nearly 25 percent subjects admitted to receiving government support, while 75 percent had no                           

support from the state or central governments. 
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5. All India Findings 

 

Demographics 

 

Responses were collected from a total of 1,332 subjects, out of which 43.9 percent were males and                                 

56.1 percent were females. It was observed that out of all the respondents, a majority was from the                                   

Minority community (39.5 percent), while the others belonged to General (14.1 percent), SC (16.1                           

percent) and ST (12.5 percent) categories. The percentage of OBCs was the second highest and stood                               

at 17.4 percent. 4 out of the total number of respondents chose not to identify themselves with any of                                     

the categories. The data is indicative of a greater involvement of individuals from backward social                             

categories in the creative and cultural industries.  

 

Table 5.1: Social Profile of the Artisans 
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Total respondents  1332 

Males  585 

Females  747 

General  188 

SCs  215 

STs  167 

OBCs  232 

Minorities  526 

Undisclosed  4 



Figure 5.1  

   

 

Figure 5.2 

 

An important objective of the study was to understand the extent of uptake of government schemes by                                 

individual artisans, not just at the state level, but also with regard to central schemes. The following                                 

sections discuss findings for some of the central sector and centrally sponsored schemes, specific to the                               

needs of the artisan community. 

 

Central Sector Schemes 

 

1. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY): Offered by the Ministry of Finance, Government                         

of India, the scheme is an accidental insurance scheme. It offers accidental death and disability                             

cover for death or disability on account of an accident. At the all India level, 47.8 percent                                 

respondents had heard about the scheme. 51.2 percent of the respondents had not heard of the                               

scheme at all and only 0.90 percent had accessed the scheme. Out of this, the highest access was                                   

by Rajasthan, with 75 percent of the total respondents who accessed this scheme belonging to the                               

state. 

 

Table 5.2: All India Data on Uptake of PMSBY 
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States  Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

Gujarat  3  105  0 



 

 

Figure 5.3 

2. Market Access Initiative Scheme: The scheme was introduced by the Ministry of Commerce and                           

Industry, Government of India, in 2018, to cover the scope of the erstwhile Market Access Initiative                               

Scheme and Marketing Development Assistance Scheme. It aims to provide financial support to                         

eligible agencies, including artisan clusters for undertaking various market access initiatives                     

delineated in the scheme, including any direct/indirect activities for marketing, market research,                       

capacity building, branding and statutory compliances in importing markets. With regard to this                         

scheme, the survey reported that a mere 4.5 percent of the artisans had heard of the scheme and                                   

the rest had not heard of it at all. 35 out of the total 61 respondents who had heard of the scheme                                           

belonged to Odisha. 

 

Table 5.3: All India Data on Uptake of Market Access Initiative Scheme 
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Odisha  33  215  1 

Rajasthan  122  221  9 

Uttar Pradesh  442  82  0 

West Bengal  37  60  2 

All India  637  683  12 

States  Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

Gujarat  0  108  0 

Odisha  35  214  0 



 

 

Figure 5.4 

3. Performance and Credit Rating (PCR) Scheme: Offered by the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium                             

Enterprises (MSME), Government of India, the objective of the scheme is to create awareness                           

amongst the micro and small enterprises about their strengths, weaknesses and credit worthiness.                         

Rating Scheme is expected to encourage the MSME sector in improving its contribution to the                             

economy by increasing its productivity, which in turn will help in enhancing acceptability in the                             

market and make credit access cheaper and quicker. A whopping 95.2 percent of the respondents                             

were unaware of the scheme. Even the ones who had heard of the scheme (4.8 percent) had never                                   

accessed it. 

Table 5.4: All India Data on Uptake of PCR Scheme 
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Rajasthan  15  337  0 

Uttar Pradesh  8  516  0 

West Bengal  3  96  0 

All India  61  1271  0 

States  Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

Gujarat  0  108  0 

Odisha  30  219  0 

Rajasthan  13  339  0 

Uttar Pradesh  17  507  0 



 

 

Figure 5.5 

 

4. Scheme for Trade Related Entrepreneurship Assistance and Development (TREAD) to Women:                     

This is another scheme offered by the Ministry of MSME. The Scheme is designed to assist women in                                   

all aspects and to help them become economically empowered. Credit is made available to                           

applicant women through NGOs, which will handle the disbursement of such loans and also provide                             

adequate counseling, training and assistance in developing markets. 75.1 percent of the                       

respondents had not heard about the scheme. 24.8 percent of the respondents had heard about the                               

scheme and the remaining 0.08 percent had accessed it. This included 1 respondent from                           

Rajasthan. 

 

Table 5.5: All India Data on Uptake of TREAD Scheme 
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West Bengal  3  96  0 

All India  63  1269  0 

States  Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

Gujarat  1  107  0 

Odisha  249  0  0 

Rajasthan  33  318  1 

Uttar Pradesh  44  480  0 

West Bengal  3  96  0 

All India  330  1001  1 



 

 

Figure 5.6 

5. Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI): Launched in 2015, also by                           

the Ministry of MSME, Government of India, the scheme aims to make the traditional industries                             

more competitive, market driven, productive, profitable and capable of providing sustainable                     

employment for traditional industry artisans and rural entrepreneurs. 3.4 percent of the                       

respondents from across the five states had heard of the scheme and the rest had not heard of the                                     

scheme, let alone accessing it. 

 

Table 5.6: All India Data on Uptake of SFURTI 
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States  Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

Gujarat  1  107  0 

Odisha  0  249  0 

Rajasthan  17  335  0 

Uttar Pradesh  15  509  0 

West Bengal  12  87  0 

All India  45  1,287  0 



 

Figure 5.7 

6. Scheme for Marketing Assistance and Technology Upgradation in Micro, Small and Medium                       

(MSMEs): Offered by the Ministry of MSME, the scheme aims to promote development of overseas                             

markets for MSMEs and to facilitate market linkages among them. The survey revealed that 93.7                             

percent of the respondents had never heard of the scheme. 6 percent of the respondents, majorly                               

from Rajasthan, had heard about the scheme and 0.3 percent respondents– all from Rajasthan– had                             

accessed the scheme. 

 

Table 5.7: All India Data on Uptake of Scheme for Marketing Assistance and Technology                           

Upgradation in MSMEs 
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States  Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

Gujarat  2  106  0 

Odisha  9  240  0 

Rajasthan  51  297  4 

Uttar Pradesh  11  513  0 

West Bengal  7  92  0 

All India  80  1248  4 



 

Figure 5.8 

 

7. Mahila e-Haat: Introduced by the Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India,                           

Mahila e-Haat is a government initiative towards financial inclusion of women by connecting buyers                           

directly with sellers through an electronic platform. It was observed that a mere 1.95 percent of                               

the respondents had heard of the initiative, while the others had no awareness of it. 

 

Table 5.8:  All India Data on Uptake of Mahila e-Haat Services 
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States  Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

Gujarat  0  108  0 

Odisha  0  249  0 

Rajasthan  13  339  0 

Uttar Pradesh  8  516  0 

West Bengal  5  94  0 

All India  26  1306  0 



 

Figure 5.9 

Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

 

1. Support to Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP): The Ministry of Women and                           

Child Development introduced this scheme with a view to organise women, improve their skills and                             

provide them sustainable employment opportunities through training and support services. 93                     

percent of the respondents were unaware of the scheme and 6.16 percent of the subjects had only                                 

heard about it. The remaining 0.8 percent had heard about and accessed the scheme. Within this                               

group, 72.7 percent respondents were from West Bengal. 

 

Table 5.9: All India Data on Uptake of STEP scheme 
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States  Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

Gujarat  1  107  0 

Odisha  20  229  0 

Rajasthan  28  321  3 

Uttar Pradesh  19  505  0 

West Bengal  14  77  8 

All India  82  1239  11 



 

Figure 5.10 

Access and Uptake 

 

Problems with Uptake 

 

The all-India data on central schemes paints a grim picture about access and uptake of government                               

schemes by the artisan community. The survey, thus, explored reasons for low level of access. At an all                                   

India level, difficulty in following up to access the schemes was seen as a major hurdle, with nearly 44                                     

percent respondents stating it as a primary problem. Difficulty in filling elaborate forms was the second                               

most prominent problem stated by the respondents (30.4 percent). Respondents saw non-cooperation                       

by government officials as another major roadblock, with 18.5 percent considering it as a reason for no                                 

uptake. Complexity of the whole process to avail benefits of a scheme and a lack of knowledge about                                   

the schemes in question, were some of the other reasons stated by the respondents.  
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Figure 5.11 

Time Taken 

 

Time taken to access a scheme is an important determinant not only in terms of beneficiary                               

satisfaction, but also in terms of the numbers who are finally able to access the benefits. Difficulties in                                   

follow-up and complexity of processes, as mentioned above, can lead to a lot of time wastage, thereby                                 

becoming deterrents in uptake. The following graph points to the percentage of beneficiaries who were                             

able to access schemes in spans of 1-5 months and 6-12 months. It must be noted here that                                   

approximately 52 percent of the respondents did not respond to the question because they had not                               

accessed any of the schemes. Also, the time consumed included uptake of major schemes other than                               

those mentioned in the survey form as well, as is clearly stated in table. 
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Figure 5.12 

 

Table 5.10: State-wise Time consumed to Access the Schemes 
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States  1-5 Months  6-12 

Months 

Not Applicable   

(NA) 

All Schemes Accessed 

Gujarat  1  98  9  Kisaan Samman Yojana 

 

Odisha  172  9  68  Distribution of Solar Lanterns to         

Artisan Households, Design     

Development under Handicrafts 

 

Rajasthan  15  21  316  Aam Aadmi Bima Yojana, Vidhwa         

Pension Yojana, Skill Development       

under Comprehensive Handloom     

Cluster Development scheme 

 

Uttar 

Pradesh 

348  2  206  Mudra loan, NABARD Fund, Weavers         

Service Centre (WSC) dyeing and         

weaving trainings, Resham Dhaga       

passbook, Weaver card, Interest Aid         

under MSME Policy, State Award 

 



 

Access Support 

 

While problems were deterrents, certain forms of support ensured access to certain government                         

benefits. For instance, 66.2 percent of the respondents stated that they had received support through                             

local non-government organisations (NGOs). 9.5 percent subjects had been able to access schemes on                           

their own, while 2 percent had received support from government officials. Out of this 2 percent,                               

nearly 59 percent respondents were from Rajasthan. 2.5 percent of the respondents received support                           

from other sources, while 9.5 percent chose not to respond. 

 

 

 

Figure 5.13 
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West Bengal  2  6  91  Life Insurance Corporation, STEP,       

Capacity Building and Technical       

Assistance (CBTA), Hindi Scholarship       

scheme, Rajeev Gandhi Awas       

Yojana, Skill trainings, Tantisathi       

scheme, Weaver Loan 

 

All India  538  136  690  - 

 



6. Detailed Findings: Gujarat 

 

Demographics 

  

For the state of Gujarat, data was mainly collected from the districts of Kutch, Chhota Udaipur and                                 

Vadodara. A total of 108 respondents were surveyed, practicing a diverse variety of crafts. Out of                               

these, surprisingly, only 8.3 percent were males and the rest 91.7 percent were females. As regards                               

social categories, as many as 89 percent of the respondents were STs. 90 percent of the respondents                                 

were artisans associated with cooperative societies. The details of the demographics are mentioned in                           

the table below. 

 

 

Table 6.1: Demographics Details for Gujarat 
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Total respondents  108 

Males  09 

Females  99 

General  1 

SCs  4 

STs  96 

OBCs  0 

Minorities  5 

Undisclosed  2 



 

Figure 6.1 

 

The artisans were found to be practicing the crafts mentioned in the table below. It must be                                 

mentioned that many of the craft practitioners were found practicing multiple crafts. This was                           

observed particularly in case of those involved in Muthva embroidery. They were, in many cases,                             

involved in beadwork as well. 

 

Table 6.2: Number of Crafts and Percentage of Practitioners in Gujarat 

 

The survey sample from Gujarat included artisans with experience in craft ranging from as little as 4                                 

years to as much as 45 years. 55 out of the 108 respondents possessed less than 10 years of experience                                       

in their respective craft. 49 respondents possessed between 11-20 years of experience. This was the                             

highest among all states surveyed. 4 respondents possessed over 20 years of experience, with 2                             
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Type of Craft  Percentage of Practitioners 

Ajrakh block print  0.5 

Bandhani  1 

Handloom weaving   2 

Muthva embroidery   49 

Beadwork  45.5 

Mirror work  0.5 

Sewing  1 

Wooden carving and inlay work  0.5 



respondents with 45 years of experience. The infographic below details out the percentage of                           

respondents within the various brackets of experience.  

 

 

Figure 6.2 

State Level Schemes 

 

Social Security 

 

1. Sardar Patel Awaas Yojana: Offered by Panchayats, Rural Housing and Rural Development                       

Department, Government of Gujarat, the scheme makes provision for free plots and                       

financial assistance for the construction of houses on allotted plots, to landless agricultural                         

labourers and village artisans living below poverty line (BPL). Through the survey data, it                           

was observed that a mere 1.8 percent of the 108 respondents had heard about the scheme.                               

98.2 percent of the respondents had not heard of the scheme. As regards uptake of the                               

scheme, none of the 108 respondents had accessed it. 

 

Table 6.3: Sardar Patel Awaas Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

2  106  0 



 

Figure 6.3 

Financial Assistance 

 

1. Dattopant Thengadi Artisan Interest Subsidy Scheme: Commissioner of Cottage and Rural                     

Industries, Government of Gujarat, introduced the scheme to provide working capital at                       

low interest rates to registered artisans.  

 

Table 6.4: Dattopant Thengadi Artisan Interest Subsidy Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

0  108  0 



 

Figure 6.4 

2. Shri Vajpayee Bankable Yojana: Provision of interest subsidy on loans from nationalized,               

public sector, cooperative and private banks is made by the Commissioner of Cottage and                           

Rural Industries, Government of Gujarat, by way of this scheme. 

 

Table 6.5: Shri Vajpayee Bankable Yojana 

 

34 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

1  106  1 



 

Figure 6.5 

3. Jyoti Gramodyog Vikas Yojana: Also offered by Commissioner of Cottage and Rural                       

Industries, Government of Gujarat, the scheme benefits individual artisans and                   

entrepreneurs through margin money for extension and renovation work in the existing unit                         

of a new village industry. The subsidy amount credited to the beneficiary, is debited after                             

two years of successful running of the project. 

 

Table 6.6: Jyoti Gramodyog Vikas Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

1  20  87 



 

Figure 6.6 

4. Scheme for the promotion of the Cooperative Sector: Through this scheme offered by the                           

Commissioner of Cottage and Rural Industries, Government of Gujarat, provision is made                       

for financial assistance in the form of shared contribution, shared loan, managerial subsidy,                         

administrative subsidy, interest subsidy on working capital loan and equipment loan, to                       

form a cooperative society. 

 

Table 6.7: Scheme for the promotion of the Cooperative Societies 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

0  108  0 



 

Figure 6.7 

5. Financial assistance for self-employment including cottage industries: This scheme was                   

introduced by the Department of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of Gujarat.                       

This is an overarching scheme for the most backward classes and lower income groups in                             

rural and urban areas. It provides for financial assistance as subsidy or reduced unit cost,                             

under Bankable Yojana and tool kits for self-employment under Manav Garima Yojana. 

 

Table 6.8: Financial Assistance for self-employment including cottage industries 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

1  107  0 



 

Figure 6.8 

 

Capacity Building and Other Support  

 

1. Intensive Handloom Development Scheme for Scheduled Caste Weavers and other than                     

Scheduled Castes: Gujarat State Handloom and Handicrafts Development Corporation Limited                   

introduced this scheme for handloom weavers. It makes provision for raw materials, tool-kits,                         

training and market linkages for weavers and procurement of finished products from them. 

 

Table 6.9: Intensive Handloom Development Scheme for Scheduled Caste Weavers and other than                         

Scheduled Castes 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

2  106  0 



 

Figure 6.9 

 

1. General Scheme: This scheme for handicrafts artisans, also offered by Gujarat State                       

Handloom and Handicrafts Development Corporation Limited, provides support for design                   

development, sales promotion and publicity. 

 

Table 6.10: General Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

3  105  0 



 

Figure 6.10 

 

2. Special Component Scheme: Another scheme by Gujarat State Handloom and Handicrafts                     

Development Corporation Limited, benefits SC handicrafts artisans by way of supplying                     

good quality raw materials, prototype sampling and procurement of products for sale. 

 

Table 6.11: Special Component Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

0  108  0 



 

Figure 6.11 

 

3. Manav Kalyan Yojana: Through this scheme, Commissioner of Cottage and Rural Industries                       

provides tools and equipment to BPL artisans for self-employment. 

 

Table 6.12: Manav Kalyan Yojana 

 

Figure 6.12 

 

4. Gramodyog Vikas Kendra: Meant for village artisans, Trusts, NGOs and cooperative                     

societies, these institutions provide infrastructure facilities like, workshed, electricity                 

connection, office, godown, etc., for its beneficiaries. 

 

Table 6.13: Gramodyog Vikas Kendra 

 

 

 

Figure 6.13 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

1  107  0 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

2  106  0 



 

5. Craft Business Development Scheme: This scheme, offered by Commissioner of Cottage                     

and Rural industries, makes provision for assistance in raw material procurement, market                       

linkage, design development and establishing public-private partnerships (PPPs) with the                   

government. 

 

Table 6.14: Craft Business Development Scheme 

 

 

Figure 6.14 

 

6. Sewing classes for women: Department of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government                     

of Gujarat, introduced sewing classes, especially for women from socio-economically                   

backward classes. Stipend of INR 250 per month for a 6-months sewing course and                           

assistance of INR 6,000 to purchase a sewing machine, are some of the provisions of this                               

scheme. 

 

Table 6.15: Sewing Classes for Women 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

5  103  0 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

94  13  1 



 

 

Figure 6.15 

 

Access and Uptake of Other Schemes 

 

While access and awareness of the artisan-specific schemes was found to be shockingly low in Gujarat,                               

respondents did mention access to the uptake of other schemes, not specific to their lines of work. For                                   

instance, majority of the respondents stated that they had accessed the Kisaan Samman Nidhi Yojana                             

in 2019, which is a central sector scheme of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,                               

Government of India. It provides an income support of INR 6,000 per annum, in three instalments, to                                 

poor and marginal farmer families. Majority of respondents who had availed this scheme belonged to                             

Shardadevi Gramudyog Utpadak Sahkari Mandali– a women’s cooperative society in Chhota Udaipur                       

district of Gujarat.  

 

   

43 



7. Detailed Findings: Odisha 

 

Demographics 

 

In Odisha, the survey sample was mainly from the districts of Puri, Balasore and Baripada. A total of                                   

249 responses were collected, out of which nearly 99 percent were females and 1 percent were males.                                 

More than half the respondents were from backward classes (OBCs), corroborating findings from                         

AIACA’s literature review, which had pointed towards a high concentration of OBCs in the region.                             

Detailed findings on social demographics are discussed in the table below. 

 

Table 7.1: Demographic Details for Odisha 

 

As far as types of organisations are concerned, almost all the subjects surveyed were artisans                             

associated with NGOs. A majority from among these were part of Adventure– an NGO registered in                               

Odisha in 1996. Others were part of DASI (Development Agency for Social Improvement)– an NGO in                               

Baripada. 
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Total respondents  249 

Males  3 

Females  246 

General  14 

SCs  16 

STs  3 

OBCs  214 

Minorities  1 

Undisclosed  1 



 

Figure 7.1 

The list of crafts practiced in the region are given below: 

 

Table 7.2: Number of Crafts and Percentage of Practitioners in Odisha 

 

74.7 percent of the above craft practitioners were found to be relatively young, with less than 10 years                                   

of experience. Analysis revealed that out of all five states, Odisha had the highest number of young                                 

crafts persons. Approximately 24 percent of the subjects possessed experience between 11-20 years.                         

Only 3 respondents (1.2 percent) had more than 20 years of experience in their respective craft, which                                 

was the lowest among all the states surveyed. 
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Type of Craft  Percentage of Practitioners 

Applique  1.6 

Chandua work  0.4 

Coir  11.2 

Golden grass  37.2 

Pattachitra  2 

Sabai  47.2 

Dhokra  0.4 



 

Figure 7.2 

 

State Level Schemes 

Social Security 

 

1. Aam Aadmi Bima Yojana 

Offered by the Handloom, Handicrafts and Textiles Department, Government of Odisha,                     

the scheme caters to practicing handicrafts artisans between 18 to 59 years. The scheme                           

provides insurance coverage to handicraft artisan households. The artisan’s share of the                       

premium is borne by the state government. 

 

Table 7.3: Aam Aadmi Bima Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

174  9  66 



 

Figure 7.3 

 

2. Mukhyamantri Kalakar Sahayta Yojana 

Introduced by the Language, Literature and Culture Department, Government of Odisha,                     

the scheme provides monthly pension of INR 1,200 per month to male artists over 50 years                               

and female artists above 40 years of age. 

 

Table 7.4: Mukhyamantri Kalakar Sahayta Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

6  243  0 



 

Figure 7.4 

 

Financial Assistance 

 

1. Silpi Unnati Yojana 

Handloom, Handicrafts and Textiles Department, through this scheme, makes provision for                     

margin money for handicrafts artisans (18-60 years) for availing bank finance to set up their                             

production units. 

 

Table 7.5: Silpi Unnati Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

77  164  8 



 

Figure 7.5 

2. Modernisation and technological upgradation of handicrafts industries 

Margin money assistance up to 30 percent with a ceiling of INR12 lakhs for availing bank                               

loan for modernisation of handicraft enterprises is provided to practicing handicrafts                     

artisans between 18-50 years, through this scheme. This is another financial assistance                       

scheme offered by the Handloom, Handicrafts and Textiles Department. 

 

Table 7.6: Modernisation and technological upgradation of handicrafts industries 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

12  237  0 



 

Figure 7.6 

1. Construction of Workshed-cum-house 

This is a financial assistance scheme for BPL and non-BPL handicraft artisans for                         

construction of dwelling houses with work-shed and is offered by Handloom, Handicrafts                       

and Textiles Department. 

 

Table 7.7: Construction of Workshed-cum-house 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

143  104  2 



 

Figure 7.7 

 

2. Economic Development of Minorities 

ST and SC Development, Minorities and Backward Classes Welfare Department of the                       

Government of Odisha makes provisions for loans at concessional rates of interest for                         

setting up employment ventures, for BPL individuals from the minority communities. 

 

Table 7.8: Economic Development of Minorities 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

18  231  0 



 

Figure 7.8 

 

Capacity Building and other Support 

 

1. Institutional Training– State Level Handicrafts Training 

Through this scheme, Handloom, Handicrafts and Textiles Department runs 1-year training                     

programmes for stone carving, wood carving, Pattachitra, palm-leaf engraving, terracotta                   

and applique, etc., for handicrafts artisans between 14-40 years of age. The scheme also                           

provides for a monthly stipend of INR 2,000. 

 

Table 7.9: Institutional Training- State Level Handicrafts Training 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

133  115  1 



 

Figure 7.9 

2. Institutional Training– District Level Handicrafts Training 

Similar to the above, yearlong training in various crafts at the 13 district-level training                           

centres is provided to handicrafts artisans, along with a monthly stipend of INR 1,000. 

 

Table 7.10: Institutional Training- District Level Handicrafts Training 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

175  74  0 



 

Figure 7.10 

 

3. Guru Shishya Parampara Training 

Handloom, Handicrafts and Textiles Department introduced this scheme to provide for 6                       

months to 1-year long basic courses in the work premises of gurus (national awardee/                           

national merit certificate awardees/state awardee/state merit certificate awardees/state               

design awardees), in any of the 50 approved crafts. 

 

Table 7.11: Guru Shishya Parampara Training 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

121  127  1 



 

Figure 7.11 

4. MCM Training Programme 

These are organised training followed by rehabilitation assistance for self-employment to                     

handicrafts artisans between 18-40 years of age. The scheme falls under the Handloom,                         

Handicrafts and Textiles Department, Government of Odisha. 

 

Table 7.12: MCM Training Programme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

210  36  3 



 

Figure 7.12 

 

5. Craft Village Programme 

The objective of this scheme is to provide need-based interventions in selected craft                         

clusters, like– skill upgradation and design development training, formation of SHGs and                       

provision for margin money. 

 

Table 7.13: Craft Village Programme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

203  9  37 



 

Figure 7.13 

 

6. Marketing Assistance and Publicity 

As the name suggests, the scheme aims to provide market support to its targeted                           

beneficiaries namely, SHGs, cooperatives and handicrafts artisans, to enhance their                   

participation in national and international fairs, exhibitions, buyer-seller meets, etc. 

 

Table 7.14: Marketing Assistance and Publicity 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

73  170  6 



 

Figure 7.14 

 

7. Distribution of Solar Lanterns to Artisan Households 

By way of this scheme, one solar lantern is provided to each handicraft household, with                             

practicing handicrafts artisans between 18-59 years of age. 

 

Table 7.15: Distribution of Solar Lanterns to Artisan Households 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

164  39  46 



 

Figure 7.15 

 

8. Handicraft Award 

Annual felicitation through awards like LifeTime Achievement Award and State Handicraft                     

Award is carried out by Handloom, Handicrafts and Textiles Department, Government of                       

Odisha. 

 

Table 7.16: Handicraft Award 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

108  141  0 



 

Figure 7.16 

 

9. Strengthening of Primary Handicraft Co-op Societies 

The objective of the scheme is to strengthen viable handicraft cooperative societies                       

through interventions like common work shed, raw material bank, opening of showroom,                       

etc. 

 

Table 7.17: Strengthening of Primary Handicraft Co-op Societies 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

41  208  0 



 

Figure 7.17 

 

10. Design development under handicrafts 

Under this scheme of the Handloom, Handicrafts and Textiles Department, regular design                       

development programmes/product development programmes/integrated design         

development as per market and export demand, are conducted in craft clusters and                         

strategic locations engaging reputed designers. 

 

Table 7.18: Design Development under Handicrafts 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

148  101  0 



 

Figure 7.18 

 

11. Exposure visit of handicraft artisans 

For the purpose of acquiring first-hand information on market demand/production                   

process/use of modern tools and machineries and exposure to new designs, exposure visits                         

are conducted under this scheme. 

 

Table 7.19: Exposure visit of handicrafts artisans 

 

Figure 7.19 

 

12. Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme for the Handloom sector 

Through this scheme, the Handloom, Handicrafts and Textiles Department encourages                   

handloom weavers to set-up all facilities at one place. Thus, the scheme makes provisions                           

for establishment of a production base with all facilities under one roof, to improve                           

production capacity and quality for both the domestic and the export market. 

 

Table 7.20: Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme for the Handloom sector 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

19  230  0 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

1  248  0 



 

Figure 7.20 

 

13. Skill Upgradation Training under Self Employment Programme in the Handloom Sector 

This scheme provides for various skill upgradation training for handloom weavers, with                       

varied stipends. Thereafter, weavers are encouraged to set up their own enterprises. 

 

Table 7.21: Skill Upgradation Training under Self Employment Programme in the Handloom Sector 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

20  229  0 



 

Figure 7.21 

 

14. Odisha Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group Empowerment and Livelihood Improvement                 

Programme 

Offered by the ST and SC Development, Minorities and Backward Classes Welfare                       

Department, the scheme focuses on the all-round development of particularly vulnerable                     

tribal groups. 

 

Table 7.22: Odisha Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group Empowerment and Livelihood                   

Improvement Programme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

28  221  0 



 

Figure 7.22 

 

15. Annual State Level Adivasi Exhibition and Award 

Introduced by ST and SC Development, Minorities and Backward Classes Welfare Department,                       

the scheme gives encouragement and exposure to the tribal population through tribal                       

development activities like exhibitions and awards. 

 

Table 7.23: Annual State Level Adivasi Exhibition and Award 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

74  175  0 



 

Figure 7.23 

 

Access and Uptake of Other Schemes 

In Odisha, the access to said state-level schemes was found to be better, compared to the other states.                                   

In fact, in terms of access to other support schemes too, respondents from Odisha mentioned                             

benefitting from the various design development trainings organised by the Department of Industries,                         

Government of Odisha. Nearly 29 percent respondents had participated in the design development                         

workshops. All the artisans associated with the NGO, Adventure of Odisha, claimed to have participated                             

in these workshops. 
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8. Detailed Findings: Rajasthan 

 

Demographics 

 

In Rajasthan, data was collected from a total of 352 respondents spread across the districts of Ajmer,                                 

Sawai Madhopur, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota, Barmer and Udaipur. Out of these, 10.5 percent were males                             

and 89.5 percent were females. Nearly 37 percent of the respondents surveyed belonged to the SC                               

community, followed by 22.7 percent minorities, 18.5 percent STs and 16.5 percent subjects from the                             

General category. The social profile can be safely considered representative of the social categories                           

existing in the state of Rajasthan, where backward and minority communities constitute a major                           

segment of the population, particularly in the craft communities. In fact, Rajasthan recorded the                           

second highest participation by minority communities, after Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Table 8.1: Demographic Details for Rajasthan 

 

The sample from Rajasthan included 10 percent independent artisans– the second highest number                         

amongst all five states. It included the highest number of MSMEs or artisans associated with MSMEs                               

participating in the study. 
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Total respondents  352 

Males  37 

Females  315 

General  58 

SCs  130 

STs  65 

OBCs  18 

Minorities  80 

Undisclosed  1 



 

Figure 8.1 

 

The respondents were found to be mainly practicing 8 kinds of crafts/skills. It must be mentioned that                                 

many of the craft practitioners were found practicing multiple crafts, in some cases. 

 

Table 8.2: Number of Crafts and Percentage of Practitioners in Rajasthan 

 

49.7 percent of the total craft practitioners had less than 10 years of experience in the crafts sector.                                   

33.5 percent respondents had experience ranging between 11-20 years, followed by 16.8 percent                         

individuals with over 20 years of experience.  
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Type of Craft  Percentage of Practitioners 

Applique  6.4 

Tanka/ Embroidery  45 

Handloom weaving  12.3 

Block printing  3.9 

Tie and dye  0.5 

Leather work  8.4 

Fabric handicraft  0.3 

Stitching  23.2 



 

Figure 8.2 

 

State Level Schemes 

 

Social Security 

 

1. Artisan Identity Card Scheme 

A scheme of Office of Commissioner Industries and Secretary, Handloom, Government of                       

Rajasthan; it provides for registration of artisans for the purpose of identification and to                           

avail the benefits of various government welfare schemes. In addition, it focuses on the                           

creation of a data bank of artisans by the government, for the purpose of programmatic                             

planning and execution. 

 

Table 8.3: Artisan Identity Card Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

89  144  119 



 

Figure 8.3 

 

2. Scheme for Housing of Weavers 

A scheme of the Industries Department, Government of Rajasthan, it provides grants for                         

the construction of fireproof work sheds to weavers. 

 

Table 8.4: Scheme for Housing of Weavers 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

104  247  1 



 

Figure 8.4 

 

Financial Assistance 

 

No relevant schemes dedicated to the livelihoods of the handloom and handicrafts community were                           

found during the secondary research. 

 

Capacity Building and Other Support 

 

1. Product Diversification Scheme 

This scheme falls under the purview of Office of Commissioner Industries and Secretary,                         

Handloom, Government of Rajasthan. It makes provision of state sponsored travel to study                         

handloom units and associations in other states, for artisans. 

 

Table 8.5: Product Diversification Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

10  342  0 



 

Figure 8.5 

 

2. Weavers Award Scheme 

Another scheme of the Office of Commissioner Industries and Secretary, Handloom, it                       

honors the high-quality work of handloom weavers and cooperatives, in order to encourage                         

traditional crafts.  

 

Table 8.6: Weavers Award Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

35  315  2 



 

Figure 8.6 

 

3. New Scheme for Bunkar Working Capital 

Beneficiaries for this scheme include members of functional Khadi spinners’ and weavers’                       

cooperatives. Offered by the Industries Department, it provides for necessary tools,                     

equipment and working capital at the rate of INR 5,000 per beneficiary. 

 

Table 8.7: New Scheme for Bunkar Working Capital 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

11  340  1 



 

Figure 8.7 

 

4. Integrated Handloom Training Programme 

Yet another scheme of the Industries Department, it deals with upgradation of                       

dyeing/weaving/designing skills of weavers and managerial skills of entrepreneurs. 

 

Table 8.8: Integrated Handloom Training Programme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

23  328  1 



 

Figure 8.8 

 

5. MSME Scheme 

It provides for dedicated assistance to MSMEs in a coordinated manner through the various                           

MSME Business Facilitation Centres established by the state government. 

 

Table 8.9: MSME Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

51  297  4 



 

Figure 8.9 

 

6. Regular Skill Training Programme 

These are basic, short-term skill training organised by Rajasthan Skill and Livelihoods                       

Development Corporation, Department of Skill, Employment and Entrepreneurship,               

Government of Rajasthan. 

 

Table 8.10: Regular Skill Training Programme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

37  313  2 



 

Figure 8.10 

 

7. Women Self-Help Group Programme 

The programme comes under the Department of Women and Child Development,                     

Government of Rajasthan. By way of this women, across all 33 districts, are eligible to                       

come together, in groups of 10-20 women each, to form self-help groups, using their small                             

savings. 

 

Table 8.11: Women Self-Help Group Programme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

32  315  5 



 

Figure 8.11 

 

8. Priyadarshini Aadarsh Sawayam Sahayata Samooh Yojana 

Identification of 10 best performing SHGs in each district and their orientation and                         

managerial skill training through non-government organisations recommended by the state                   

government, is organised by the Department of Women and Child Development. 

 

Table 8.12: Priyadarshini Aadarsh Sawayam Sahayata Samooh Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

25  325  2 



 

Figure 8.12 

 

9. Amruta SHG Puraskar Yojana 

Under this scheme, every year, the best performing NGO and women SHG in any given                             

district is awarded a sum of INR 50,000 and INR 20,000, respectively.  

 

Table 8.13: Amruta SHG Puraskar Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

9  343  0 



 

Figure 8.13 

 

10. Swavalamban Yojana 

The scheme caters to BPL, widowed, abandoned, socio-economically backward, rural                   

women. Promotion of traditional livelihoods of such women by linking them to skill training                           

and livelihood opportunities through NGOs, NGOs, corporations, etc., is the primary                     

objective of this scheme. 

 

Table 8.14: Swavalamban Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

20  332  0 



 

Figure 8.14 

 

11. Shubhshakti Yojana 

The Department of Labour introduced this scheme with a view to provide support                         

money/grant of INR 55,000 to women and unmarried girls, for the purpose of education,                           

marriage, skill development or establishment of their own micro-enterprise.  

 

Table 8.15: Shubhashakti Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

13  339  0 



 

Figure 8.15 

 

Access and Uptake of Other Schemes 

While Rajasthan did better than most states in terms of uptake of entitlements, 3 of the total                                 

respondents also mentioned accessing schemes other than the ones they were surveyed for. These                           

schemes included– Aam Aadmi Bima Yojana offered by the Ministry of Finance, Government of India,                             

Skill Development programme under Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Scheme of the Ministry of                       

Textiles, Government of India and the state-level Vidhwa Pension Yojana. 

   

82 



 

 

9. Detailed Findings: Uttar Pradesh (UP) 

 

Demographics 

 

Given that Uttar Pradesh is the largest and most populous state in India, it had the largest sample size                                     

as well. 524 respondents were surveyed, out of which a mere 3.2 percent were females and the rest                                   

were males– a trend which is the opposite of the remaining four states, where females participated in                                 

the survey in large numbers. The major districts from which data was collected include: Azamgarh,                             

Agra, Varanasi, Ghaziabad, Noida, Lucknow, Meerut, Saharanpur, Barabanki and Mirzapur. Uttar                     

Pradesh saw the highest participation by the minority communities (83.4 percent), particularly                       

Muslims. The survey in the state also included the second highest participation by ST category                             

individuals. 

 

Table 9.1: Demographic Details for Uttar Pradesh 

 

Uttar Pradesh witnessed the highest participation of artisans working in producer companies (11                         

percent), amongst all five states. Within this group, a majority of artisans were associated with                             

Baragaon Weaves. 
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Total respondents  524 

Males  507 

Females  17 

General  29 

SCs  57 

STs  1 

OBCs  0 

Minorities  437 

Undisclosed  0 



 

Figure 9.1 

Since overlaps were found in the types of crafts practiced by an individual respondent, the following                               

data table presents a percentage-wise break-up of the practitioners into the types of crafts. 

 

Table 9.2: Number of Crafts and Percentage of Practitioners in Uttar Pradesh 

 

Uttar Pradesh had the highest percentage of crafts persons (48.2 percent) with over 20 years of                               

experience and the lowest percentage of respondents (22.14 percent) with less than 10 years of                             

experience in crafts. 33.52 percent respondents had experience between 11-20 years. 
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Type of Craft  Percentage of Practitioners 

Handicrafts  0.2 

Handloom weaving  93.9 

Chikankari  1.3 

Hand embroidery  0.4 

Hand knotting  1 

Woolen carpet  0.2 

Wood handicrafts and toys  1.1 

Metal handicrafts  0.2 

Stone handicrafts  1.1 

Others  0.6 



 

Figure 9.2 

 

State Level Schemes 

Social Security 

 

1. Handicraft Pension Scheme 

Under this scheme offered by Department of MSME and Export Promotion, Government of                         

Uttar Pradesh, handicraft artisans are conferred with national/state awards or selected as                       

Shilpgurus, and given a pension of INR 2,000 per month as pension. 

 

Table 9.3: Handicraft Pension Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

85  439  0 



 

Figure 9.3 

 

2. Samajwadi Hastshilp Pension Yojana 

As per this scheme, pension of INR 500 per month is given to both old and new handicrafts                                   

artisans. 

 

Table 9.4: Samajwadi Hastshilp Pension Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

90  434  0 



 

Figure 9.4 

 

Financial Assistance 

 

1. Samajwadi Yuva Swarozgar Yojana 

The scheme makes provision for loans to handicrafts artisans between 18-40 years of age.                           

This financial assistance scheme of the Government of Uttar Pradesh comes under the                         

Department of MSME and Export Promotion. 

 

Table 9.5: Samajwadi Yuva Swarozgar Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

77  447  0 



 

Figure 9.5 

 

2. Interest Aid under MSME Policy  

This scheme is offered by the Department of MSME and Export Promotion, Government of                           

Uttar Pradesh. Through this scheme, interest subsidy is granted to handicrafts artisans and                         

MSMEs in the Purvanchal and Madhyanchal districts of Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Table 9.6: Interest Aid under MSME Policy 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

26  497  1 



 

Figure 9.6 

 

Capacity Building and Other Support 

1. Handicraft Marketing Promotion Scheme 

State government assistance of upto INR 10,000 to cover stall and transport costs of                           

participation in melas, bazaars and exhibitions, for marketing of handicraft products, is                       

provided under this scheme. 

 

Table 9.7: Handicraft Marketing Promotion Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

65  459  0 



 

Figure 9.7 

 

2. Handicraft Skill Development and Upgradation Scheme and Design Workshops for the                     

Export Market 

Regular skill development training is imparted under the guidance of national/state                     

awardees and Shilpa Gurus, through this scheme. 

 

Table 9.8: Handicraft Skill Development and Upgradation Scheme and Design Workshops for Export                         

Market 

 

90 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

27  497  0 



 

Figure 9.8 

 

3. One District One Product Scheme 

Creation of product-specific traditional industrial hubs across 75 districts of Uttar Pradesh                       

that will promote traditional industries that are synonymous with respective districts of the                         

state, is the primary objective of this scheme. 

 

Table 9.9: One District One Product 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

74  450  0 



 

Figure 9.9 

 

4. Vishwakarma Shram Sammaan Yojana 

The scheme makes provision for more opportunities to artisans in both rural and urban                           

areas for self-employment. 

 

Table 9.10: Vishwakarma Shram Samman Yojana 

 

92 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

20  504  0 



 

Figure 9.10 

 

5. Scheme to establish micro, medium and small enterprises 

The scheme allows for acquisition of online memorandum for enterprises and is offered by                           

the Department of MSME and Export Promotion. 

 

Table 9.11: Scheme to establish micro, medium and small enterprises 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

23  501  0 



 

Figure 9.11 

 

6. Uttar Pradesh MSME State Award Scheme 

Felicitation of micro, small and medium enterprises for high turnover and quality                       

production, research and development are undertaken through this scheme. 

 

Table 9.12: Uttar Pradesh MSME State Award Scheme 

 

94 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

27  494  3 



 

Figure 9.12 

 

7. Uttar Pradesh MSME Technical Upgradation Scheme 

Provision of grant for technical upgradation and to acquire ISO/ISI certifications, provision                       

of loans to buy machines and a maximum grant of INR 2 lakhs for existing units, for the                                   

purpose of technical upgradation– are some of the key highlights of this scheme. 

 

Table 9.13: Uttar Pradesh MSME Technical Upgradation Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

16  508  0 



 

Figure 9.13 

 

8. Scheme for Training Scheduled Castes (SCs)/ Scheduled Tribes (STs) Persons 

The scheme specifically targets SC and ST handicrafts artisans through regular training and                         

provision for trade related tool kits. 

 

Table 9.14: Scheme for Training Scheduled Castes (SCs)/ Scheduled Tribes (STs) Persons 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

40  484  0 



 

Figure 9.14 

 

9. Establishment of industrial and mini-industrial zones by departments 

Provision of industrial plots and establishment services, to encourage the setting up of                         

small industries/enterprises in the state and encouragement to establishment, expansion                   

and modernization of micro-enterprises, particularly in rural circles of each district and at                         

the tehsil level, are the main provisions of the scheme. 

 

Table 9.15: Establishment of industrial and mini-industrial zones by departments 

 

97 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

9  515  0 



 

Figure 9.15 

 

10. Other Backward Classes Training Programme 

The Department of MSME and Export Promotion, through this scheme, has arranged for                         

need-based skills training to OBC artisans, to enable this category to set up its own                             

enterprises. 

 

Table 9.16: Other Backward Classes Training Programme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

27  497  0 



 

Figure 9.16 

 

11. Entrepreneurship Development Training Programme 

The scheme focuses on training educated/uneducated and skilled/unskilled individuals to                   

establish their own enterprises, based on local requirements, and to run them smoothly. 

 

Table 9.17: Entrepreneurship Development Training Programme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

9  515  0 



 

Figure 9.17 

 

12. CM Village Industries Employment Scheme 

Uttar Pradesh Khadi and Village Industries Board administers this scheme under which                       

financial assistance is extended to rural individual entrepreneurs to the tune of INR 10                           

lakhs by the banks, with 4 percent interest subsidy. The subsidy is borne by the                             

government. 

 

Table 9.18: CM Village Industries Employment Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

32  492  0 



 

Figure 9.18 

 

13. Pandit Deendayal Gramudyog Rozgar Yojana 

The scheme was launched to address the needs of small-scale rural enterprises. Under it,                           

provisions that exist include creation of maximum employment opportunities at the village                       

level itself and interest subsidy to establish independent units. 

 

Table 9.19: Pandit Deendayal Gramudyog Yojana 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

19  504  1 



 

Figure 9.19 

 

14. Skill Improvement Training Scheme 

The scheme allows for 15-days training that includes information on the production                       

process, sales, etc. These trainings are organised by a district-level task force, at the 10                             

divisional village industry training centres. 

 

Table 9.20: Skill Improvement Training Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

21  503  0 



 

Figure 9.20 

 

15. Subsidy on freight charges upto gateway port 

This scheme, under the Export Promotion Bureau, caters to the needs of registered MSME                           

exporters. As the name suggests, provision of subsidy is made for freight charges upto the                             

gateway port.  

 

Table 9.21: Subsidy on freight charges upto gateway port 

 

103 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

11  512  1 



 

Figure 9.21 

 

16. Subsidy on export cargo sent by air 

Under this scheme, registered MSME exporters can avail 20 percent subsidy on freight                         

charges or INR 50 per kg. whichever is less, maximum INR 2.00 lakhs per unit per year. 

 

Table 9.22: Subsidy on export cargo sent by air 

 

104 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

10  514  0 



 

Figure 9.22 

 

17. State Export Award 

The scheme awards outstanding exporters of the state under 25 categories. 

 

Table 9.23: State Export Award Scheme 

 

105 

Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

19  503  2 



 

Figure 9.23 

 

Access and Uptake of Other Schemes 

Apart from the schemes mentioned in the survey, 20 respondents (3.3 percent) had benefited from                             

Mudra loans, 1 had received a loan from the NABARD fund. 7 respondents had been trained in dyeing                                   

and weaving by the weavers’ service centres in the state and 5 had received access to Resham Dhaga                                   

passbook. As many as 245 (46.7 percent) respondents had been issued weavers’ cards, in many cases                               

with the support of AIACA. 
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10. Detailed Findings: West Bengal (WB) 

 

Demographics 

  

In West Bengal, data of 99 respondents was collected from the districts of West Medinipur, Bolpur and                                 

Malda. Here too, the percentage of female respondents (70.7 percent) was much higher than males                             

(29.2 percent). Out of all the states surveyed, West Bengal had the highest number of respondents                               

from the General category (86.9 percent). 

 

Table 10.1: Demographic Details for West Bengal 

 

The graph below presents findings on the various types of organisations in West Bengal that                             

participated in the survey. 97 percent of the respondents were independent artisans– the highest                           

amongst all five states. In addition, the state also recorded the highest percentage of participation by                               

individual entrepreneurs. 
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Total respondents  99 

Males  29 

Females  70 

General  86 

SCs  8 

STs  2 

OBCs  0 

Minorities  3 

Undisclosed  0 



 

Figure 10.1 

 

As evident from the table below, a substantial percentage of the respondents from West Bengal worked                               

in mat weaving and saree weaving, with an even distribution of percentage practitioners in all the                               

other types of crafts– leather, Kantha, stitching and others. 

 

Table 10.2: Number of Crafts and Percentage of Practitioners in West Bengal 
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Type of Craft  Percentage of Practitioners 

Leather  1 

Kantha  1 

Mat weaving   75.7 

Saree weaving  20.3 

Stitching  1 

Others  1 



 

Figure 10.2 

 

State Level Schemes 

Social Security 

 

1. Old age pension to handloom weavers under cooperative fold  

The Directorate of Textiles, Government of West Bengal, through this scheme, makes                       

provision for pension at the rate of INR 750 per month for handloom weavers who are 60                                 

years old and above. 

 

Table 10.3: Old age pension to handloom weavers under cooperative fold 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

19  80  0 



 

Figure 10.3 

 

Financial Assistance 

1. Hank Yarn Subsidy Scheme 

Under this scheme, a 6 percent subsidy on the purchase value of hank yarn is made                               

available to primary weavers’ cooperative society, weavers of Handloom Cluster                   

Development projects and group approach projects under the Integrated Handloom                   

Development scheme. 

 

Table 10.4: Hank Yarn Subsidy Scheme 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

12  87  0 



 

Figure 10.4 

 

Capacity Building and Other Support 

 

1. Scheme for state participation in the share capital of primary weavers’ cooperative                       

societies 

The scheme makes provision for equity for primary weavers’ societies to raise share capital                           

base, which in turn, will facilitate attracting of bank loans required as working capital.  

 

Table 10.5: Scheme for state participation in the share capital of primary weavers’ cooperative                           

societies 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

10  89  0 



 

Figure 10.5 

 

2. State Handloom Expo/ Bangla Tanter Haat 

The scheme aims at promotion of marketing of handloom goods from the state through the                             

state handloom expo. 

 

Table 10.6: State Handloom Expo/Bangla Tanter Haat 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

12  87  0 



 

Figure 10.6 

 

3. Scheme for production of cheaper varieties of sarees 

The key provisions of the scheme include– cheap, comfortable and durable fabrics for                         

weaker sections of society and sustainable employment opportunities for semi-skilled                   

weavers, who cannot produce value added products even after undergoing skill upgradation                       

training. 

 

Table 10.7: Scheme for production of cheaper varieties of sarees 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

5  94  0 



 

Figure 10.7 

 

 

4. Promotion of Silk Weaving 

As per this scheme, silk handloom weavers are identified and provided with duty free                           

imported China raw silk yarn. Production of silk home furnishings is encouraged through                         

skill upgradation training, design interventions, improvements in dyeing and finishing                   

qualities. 

 

Table 10.8: Promotion of Silk Weaving 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

7  92  0 



 

Figure 10.8 

 

5. Anandadhara 

Implemented by West Bengal State Rural Livelihoods Mission, Panchayats and Rural                     

Development Department, Government of West Bengal, the scheme caters to the needs of                         

the rural poor. Under the scheme, attempts are made to generate livelihood opportunities                         

for the rural poor (especially women) through financial inclusion, enhancement and                     

diversification of livelihoods options, partnerships with major government programmes and                   

fulfilment of infrastructure and marketing needs. 

 

Table 10.9: Anandadhara 
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Heard  Not Heard  Accessed 

33  66  0 



 

Figure 10.9 

 

Access and Uptake of Other Schemes 

In terms of access and even the existence of schemes and provisions for artisans, West Bengal was one                                   

of the poorest performing states in the survey. While there was negligible access to the stated                               

state-level schemes, there was still some uptake of other schemes like Life Insurance Corporation                           

schemes (3), STEP (1), Hindi Scholarship scheme (1), Rajeev Gandhi Awas Yojana (1), CBTA (1), Skill                               

trainings (1), Tantisathi scheme (2) and Weaver Loan (1). 
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11. Covid-19 Support 

 

The survey also tried to understand the extent of government support to the crafts community during                               

the ongoing pandemic. It attempted to study the nature of support extended during this financially                             

stressful period. The study revealed that one-fourth of the total survey sample received government                           

aid during the pandemic. Out of this, 31 percent of the beneficiaries hailed from Odisha– a state that                                   

boasts of an impressive track record in disaster management. However, if one looks at state-wise                             

results, compared to the sample size in every state, the highest percentage of respondents from West                               

Bengal (71.7 percent) received Covid-19 support from the government. This was followed by Odisha at                             

42.1 percent. None of the respondents from Gujarat received any aid, which made it the poorest                               

performing state. 

 

 

Figure 11.1 

 

Table 11.1: State-wise Government Support for Covid-19 
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States  Yes  No  NA 

Gujarat  0  108  0 

Odisha  105  144  0 

Rajasthan  101  251  0 

Uttar Pradesh  60  464  0 

West Bengal  71  28  0 

All India  337  995  0 



 

In terms of the nature of government support, it was mainly personal, in the form of monetary support                                   

and free ration packets. Central government had made provision for support in the form of three                               

months’ ration and INR 1,000. On the other hand, state governments have also been providing three                               

months’ ration and INR 1,500. In Odisha, for instance, 75 subjects received only central support. 1                               

individual received only state support. 27 respondents received both the above benefits. Only 2                           

respondents did not receive any support. In Rajasthan, 16 individuals received central support. 12                           

subjects received both state and central support. In Uttar Pradesh 55 artisans received only central                             

support and in West Bengal, 71 artisans received central support and 28 received both central and                               

state support. In terms of professional aid, there were a few mentions like power supply subsidy,                               

Covid-19 short-term loans and working capital from banks. However, the source of such aid was not                               

clearly mentioned by the respondents. 
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12. Trends and Patterns 

 

● All states, except UP, recorded higher female participation in the survey than men. The                           

representation of minority and backward communities was also found to be high in all states,                             

except West Bengal. However, this exception could also be the result of a limited sample size                               

that was based on the snowball sampling technique. 

● Broadly, more individual artisans and those associated with NGOs found a voice through this                           

survey. Institutional participation was found to be limited. 

● With the exception of Uttar Pradesh, greater numbers of younger respondents, with work                         

experience of below 20 years, were found participating in larger numbers in the survey. 

● The rate of awareness about schemes and access were found to be generally low in all states.                                 

Below is the state-wise data on the rates of knowledge and uptake, which points in this                               

direction. 

 

Table 13.1: State-wise rates of Knowledge and Uptake of Government Schemes 

 

● The trend found emerging with regard to support received to gain access, was that in all                               

states, non-government organisations were found playing a pivotal role in disseminating                     

knowledge and linking individuals to government entitlements. While this may be encouraging,                       

difficulty in following-up to gain access to government support was viewed by most as a major                               

hindrance. 

 

 

13. Recommendations 
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States  % Heard  % Not Heard  % Accessed 

 

Gujarat  8  85.7  6.3 

 

Odisha  37  58.9 

 

3.9 

 

Rajasthan  10  87.0 

 

3 

 

Uttar Pradesh  6  93.3 

 

0.1 

 

West Bengal  14.1  85.9 

 

0 

 



● The level of access to government initiatives can be improved through the creation of a                             

one-stop window for social security schemes, which caters to any queries and inquiries about                           

government benefits in a streamlined manner. Weavers Service Centres and District Industries                       

Centres (DICs) can be developed as touchpoints for any artisan who requires assistance in this                             

regard. A similar approach needs to be taken for improving access for MSMEs, by way of an                                 

integrated portal for their government scheme-related needs. 

● The survey flagged lack of awareness as a major hindrance in scheme uptake. Efforts should be                               

made to change that through proactive dissemination of information related to schemes and                         

entitlements. This can be achieved through focused creative campaigns in artisan clusters, by                         

way of television advertisements in local languages highlighting some of the flagship                       

programmes; creation and distribution of more intelligible knowledge products like posters and                       

pamphlets in local languages and their distribution, particularly at WSCs, DICs, raw material                         

banks and local raw material markets and bazaars; and regular camps in focused artisan                           

clusters to increase outreach and awareness. For this purpose, partnerships can be forged with                           

local NGOs and private sector organisations, to ensure targeted outreach. Regional                     

contextualization of central and state level schemes will lead to better identification with and                           

awareness about such programmes. 

● There is a need to also explore possibilities for re-purposing financing from existing handloom                           

and handicrafts schemes of the government for the next 6-8 months into an emergency support                             

fund for rebuilding competitiveness, where micro and small enterprises can apply for marketing                         

support, developing online presence etc. In Annexure 1, there is an analysis of outlay and                             

expenditure of the important schemes and programmes related to handloom and handicrafts,                       

over the last 4 years, indicating clearly that resources can be redirected towards an Emergency                             

Support Fund to support competitive and viable enterprises post Covid-19. 

● Attempts at enumerating the approximate number of craft workers in the country have been                           

few and far between; last attempted in 1995-96 by the National Council of Applied Economic                             

Research (NCAER), New Delhi. Notably, the 2011 Census of India form does not have any                             

category specific to artisans/craft workers or any information on the handloom/handicraft                     

sectors. The Sixth Economic Census Schedule has included a question on handloom/handicraft                       

activity; without, however, separating the categories and without the broad activity codes that                         

would have allowed for more analysis of the exact number of handloom and handicraft                           

workers. This would have aided efforts for increase in outlay in schemes and made a stronger                               

case for the deeper penetration and targeting of artisan beneficiaries for social security                         

entitlements. 
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14. Conclusion 

 

The study across the five states revealed that even though government schemes and programmes                           

related to social protection, financial support, establishment of market linkages, skill and design                         

development, etc. are in place at both the central and state levels, the last mile user is unaware of                                     

them. As a result, access to benefits is limited and in certain cases, non-existent. The survey                               

highlighted some of the reasons that cause this disconnect between policy and the grassroot                           

beneficiary/user, namely– cumbersome and complex process, an utter lack of awareness and official                         

apathy. These gaps need to be plugged and processes need to be made more user-friendly, so that                                 

benefits can directly reach the end-user without a considerable time lag. Strategic partnerships                         

between the government, civil society and other key stakeholders can go a long way in achieving this                                 

goal. This efficient communication about benefits is particularly critical during the ongoing Covid-19                         

pandemic, so as to ensure that the creative and cultural industries of India continue to remain buoyant                                 

and vibrant. 
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Glossary 

Bazaar : A market consisting of rows of shops or stalls selling miscellaneous goods 

Mela: An Indian festival/fair or a gathering of people 
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ANNEXURE 1 

 

 

 

Handloom 
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Budget Outlay for Major Schemes and Programmes 

2017-18, 2018-2019, 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 (In INR Crores) 

 

Major Schemes/Programmes  2017-18  2018-19  2019-20  2020-21 

Allocation under the National       

Handloom Development   

Programme 

604.00  396.09  456.80  485.00 

Allocation under the National       

Handicraft Development   

Programme 

289.70  198.42  286.17  388.21 

Allocation for the development of         

silk textiles 

575.00  510.61  740.00  810.00 

Allocation for the development of         

jute industries 

97.52  28.14  34.55  136.53 

Allocation under the Integrated       

Woollen Development Programme 

32.00  11.45  29.00  20.00 

Source: 

https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-02

57-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf 

https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-587

8-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf 

Central 

Schemes 

Year (Amount in INR Crores) 

2017-18 

 

2018-19  2019-2020 

https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-0257-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-0257-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-5878-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-5878-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
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  Allocation  Expenditure 

(RE) 

Allocation  Expenditure  Allocation  Expenditure 

(RE) 

National 

Handloom 

Development 

Programme 

146.00  138.00  137.37  118.71  135.00  139.50 

Handloom 

Weavers 

Comprehensiv

e Welfare   

Scheme 

32.00  25.00  19.00  2.05  20.00  19.54 

Trade 

Facilitation 

Centre and   

Crafts Museum 

40.00  1.00  0.76  2.46  3.00  7.93 

Handloom 

Cluster 

Development 

Programme- 

Handloom 

Mega Cluster 

44.00  32.28  35.00  16.38  40.00  30.00 

Weavers’ 

Service Centre 

47.00  40.00  34.20  44.58  42.00  49.60 

Yarn Supply   

Scheme 

242.00  200.00  150.00  126.84  195.00  172.17 

Other 

Handloom 

Schemes 

53.00  34.00  19.76  22.74  21.80  27.20 

Total  604.00  470.28  396.09  333.76  456.80  445.94 

Source: https://www.indiabudget.gov.in/doc/eb/stat4b.pdf 

https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-587

8-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf 

https://www.indiabudget.gov.in/doc/eb/stat4b.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-5878-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-5878-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
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https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-025

7-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf 

Central 

Schemes 

Year (Amount in Rs. Crores) 

2017-2018 

 

2018-2019  2019-2020 

  Allocation  Expenditure 

(RE) 

Allocation  Expenditure  Allocation  Expenditure 

(RE) 

Training and   

Extension 

40.00  25.00  19.00  18.24  18.50  20.60 

Design and   

Technical 

Upgradation 

60.00  55.00  41.80  56.20  70.00  74.99 

Ambedkar 

Hastshilp 

Vikas Yojana 

5.00  5.00  3.80  2.86  6.00  11.50 

Marketing 

Support and   

Services 

50.00  45.00  34.20  30.92  45.00  55.00 

Handicrafts 

Artisans 

Comprehensiv

e Welfare   

Scheme 

20.00  18.00  13.68  14.51  26.00  24.44 

Research and   

Development- 

Handicrafts 

6.00  5.00  3.80  3.23  9.50  9.65 

Human 

Resource 

13.00  15.00  11.40  17.00  26.15  26.15 

https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-0257-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-0257-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
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Development- 

Handicrafts 

Handicrafts 

Cluster 

Development 

Programme 

43.70  15.22  30.00  8.30  30.00  34.98 

Other 

Handicrafts 

Schemes 

40.00  38.60  34.66  44.13  41.30  57.28 

Hast Kala   

Academy 

5.00  5.00  3.80  -  2.00  1.00 

Development 

of other crafts     

in Jammu and     

Kashmir 

2.00  -  -  -  0.01  0.01 

Infrastructure 

and 

Technology 

Development 

Scheme 

5.00  3.00  2.28  -  11.71  16.71 

Total  289.70  229.82  198.42  195.39  286.17  332.31 

Source: https://www.indiabudget.gov.in/budget2018-2019/ub2018-19/eb/stat4b.pdf 

https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-587

8-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf 

https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-025

7-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf 

S. No.  List of Artisan Organisations that participated in the Survey 

 

https://www.indiabudget.gov.in/budget2018-2019/ub2018-19/eb/stat4b.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-5878-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/17b6ce00-ba71-4f40-ae22-4d54fd2223d1/resource/35f8e61f-5878-4bb4-b002-0d6c55d7093f/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-0257-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
https://openbudgetsindia.org/dataset/82d7fc51-7566-43b9-b90f-f90bdbd3c6e4/resource/379b05b8-0257-4556-8349-a2280a97c25d/download/ministry-of-textiles.pdf
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1.   Adventure 

2.   Ajanta Art 

3.   Al Maun 

4.   Alankrit 

5.   Alisha Garments 

6.   Asal 

7.   Ayal Craft 

8.   Balaji Handicrafts 

9.   Baragaon Weaves 

10.   Bargad Hand Print 

11.   Belun Hastha Shilpa Kuthi Society 

12.   Breathing Bamboos 

13.   Burhani Mubarakpur SHG 

14.   Central Impex 

15.   Chhipa Fab and Print 

16.   D.K. Apparel India 

17.   Daksha Export 

18.   DASI 

19.   Dastkar Ranthambore 

20.   Eastern Group 

21.   Flora 

22.   Gopal Hand Prints 

23.   Gouri Mat Industry 

24.   Gramin Vikas Evam Chetna Sansthan 

25.   Handicrafts Creation 

26.   Handloom Tree 

27.   House of Tuhina 

28.   Islam Silk and Sarees 

29.   Jawaja Leather Association 

30.   Kaga Handicrafts 

31.   Karma Overseas 

32.   Kayef Stitching Project 

33.   Khamir 

34.   Kota Women Weavers 

35.   Kutch Craft Studio 

36.   Libra Creations 
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37.   Maa Kali Mat Industry 

38.   Mufassal- A Tradition of Kutch 

39.   Mukul Enterprises 

40.   Nilak 

41.   Nizam Handloom 

42.   Prezlaan Clothing 

43.   Pure Fibres 

44.   Purushottam Fabricators 

45.   Real Handicrafts 

46.   Roydighee Saswati Mahila Samiti 

47.   Sadhana- Sewa Mandir 

48.   Sewa Bharat 

49.   Shan Handicrafts 

50.   Shanti Handicraft 

51.   Shardadevi Gramudyog Utpadak Sahkari Madli Limited 

52.   Sharma Garments 

53.   Shining Handicrafts 

54.   Society to Uplift Rural Economy 

55.   South Asian Forum for Environment 

56.   Sri Govind Arts 

57.   Srinath Hand Prints 

58.   Super Fine Handicrafts 

59.   Swastik Arts 

60.   Tara 

61.   The Bagru Print 

62.   Udeshya Design 

63.   Varanasi Weavers and Artisans Society 

64.   Verma Overseas 

65.   Worldwide Exports Centre 


